
 

A farming contact from Ross-shire considers the BEST IN SHOW... 

Long days, grass growing(!), fields green, the stock are content.  All seems good at this time of year – “Maybe 

we’ll manage a short holiday”.  It’s amazing to see how quickly the animals grow.  Yes, there are a few 

challenges as always with stock - perhaps a ewe on its back or a bit of mastitis in the suckler cow. 

Then there are the agricultural shows.  Several large gatherings with a beady-eyed judge and these animals 

I’ve been admiring will be judged.  He’s looking for good legs, conformation, clean lines, a fine head and a well 

presented calf.  Yes, he is a fair judge of cattle but there are always a few who claim, “He picked the wrong 

one!”  The neighbour says, “His cattle are fed out of a bag, they’ve hardly seen grass all summer.  Mine are 

natural – out on the grass in all weathers”.  The butcher says, “Well, it’s not how they look on the outside, it’s 

how they look and taste on the plate.” 

Anyway, we’ll do what we can – we’ll wash them, clip them and brush them and who knows what all is done to 

them?  But the judge’s decision is final.  That’s it over for another show, another year. 

We get preoccupied with how things look.  What do people think of our appearance?  Does this cap fit me?  

Does this jacket look good on me?  Sometimes, it’s the house. There’s the mother-in-law coming – we’ll have to 

spring clean the kitchen. Perhaps it’s the car.  We can’t afford a new one just now.  Perhaps a good polish will 

help. 

However, it’s not how we look or what we have that is really important – it’s what we are when the days are 

done and the night comes.  It’s when we meet the Judge who knows us inside out and has the last word.  That 

can be difficult to contemplate because we are all messed up inside but that’s when the Lord Jesus steps in and 

tells us that He is the great fixer.  He is happy to wash us inside and create within us a clean heart so that we 

have no reason to be afraid of the night or of the Final Judgement because “God so loved the world that he 

gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life”.  (John 3:16).                 
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‘I press on toward the goal to 

win the prize...’  

Philippians Chapter 3 verse 14 

 

 


